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Here’s my free Wedding Photography Guide… what every couple needs to 
know before booking their wedding photography! 

What's your style? 

You didn’t realise this was such an issue… the style of photography you want. Not only do 
you need to find a photographer who’s free on your date, prepared to travel to the location 
and not way over budget, now you need someone to fulfill your style criteria?!? And you 
didn’t even realised you had one!! 

So to reduce that particular tension headache, here’s a brief glossary of terms to get you 
de-coding in no time… 

Traditional - The ‘traditional’ photographer will tend to have a very formal approach to the 
day. Usually working to a long list of ‘must have’ shots, captured at very specific times of 
the day. The images will be highly posed and the photographer will be very much hands-on 
constantly at the helm, organising  individuals into set grouped shots. Although this style 
may appeal to Great Aunty Jean or Grandpa Joe the resulting images will be stiff & rigid  

www.clivedoylephotography.com


�2

http://www.clivedoylephotography.com


�

and lacking the excitement and real emotions that are part of today’s wedding ceremonies. 
It’s safe to say this style has fallen in popularity dramatically in recent years. 

Contemporary - The photographer will have a much more relaxed approach to the day. A 
bit like the traditional style, the images will be posed, but with a much more informal  

approach and sometimes with a degree of spontaneity and fun... Although the resulting 
images might not look out of place in a fashion magazine, you will be spending a lot of 
time with your photographer on the day resulting in you missing out a lot of time when you 
can be catching up on family and friends and actually living your day. 

Reportage – The most widely asked-for style today… and for good reason. If you’re 
someone who wants their wedding day to unfold in a relaxed and enjoyable day for all and 
have natural images that hold the power to stir up emotions around your day for years to 
come....then this style is likely to be your first port of call. 

Also known as photojournalistic or documentary style, the photographer will have a more 
hands-off approach to your big day... working unobtrusively in the background the 
photographer will capturing real moments as they happen as opposed to creating them. 
Most reportage style photographers will set aside 15-20 mins to capture a few family group  
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shots and some bride & groom portraits. - this will allow a lot of freedom for the bride & 
groom to get on and enjoy their big day. 

One small word of warning… the increase in demand for this buzz word ‘reportage’ has 
seen many photographers from other styles slap on the term to their websites and 
promotion… but true reportage is a style you’ll learn to recognise: Honest, relaxed, 
beautiful… photos that simply make you smile. 
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5 reasons why you should not book an amateur photographer? 

So, you’ve finally decided the time’s right. At first the thought of planning your wedding was 
nothing but exciting. Now those butterflies of excitement have been replaced by ones of 
horror – what???? How much???? 

Why is it, you ask yourself daily, that everything to do with weddings is so darn 
expensive?! A cake costs hundreds, for one dress you’re talking thousands… 

Naturally you want to cut corners, save money where you can. Uncle Bobs’ got a camera, 
Jamie’s friend Darren’s into photography… surely one of them wouldn’t mind getting the 
photos, that would save loads on a photographer…. 

Sorry, and don’t shoot the messenger, but please do think twice… We know Uncle Bob is 
one helluva guy an’ all, and Darren, he took some half decent holiday snaps this year, but 
guys this is your wedding!! 
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Here are 5 reasons to not dump the photographer… 

1 Regret – What’s the number one regret of couples after their wedding? Not investing in 
the main tangible thing that lasts beyond the day itself… the photos.  

2 Experience – When you pay a professional, you’re paying for their experience. 
Remember Bob and Darren? How many weddings have they shot before? Hmmm, 
thought so. Weddings are fast- paced, high emotion events, where family comes first and 
last minute changes are frequent… without the right experience even confident 
photographers from other genres will struggle.  

3 BIG moments - Not only is there a chance an amateur will mess up and miss some of 
the crucial moments of the day...that first kiss, your walk down the aisle and the crucial first 
dance...but what about all those magical off the cuff moments when Aunty Jane let loose 
on the dance floor, or when baby Edward scoffed the icing from the wedding cake...? A 
good professional knows the massive meaning of these tiny incidents, and will capture 
them for you to feast on for years to come. 

4 Professionalism – A decent wedding photographer will have the professionalism to truly 
understand their role on the day; they don’t run the show, nobody wants to hear their 
jokes, they don’t drink, smoke and always looks smart – fitting seamlessly into the day, 
quietly and confidently.  
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5 Reliability - A professional photographer’s work is their livelihood...not only have they 
invested thousands of pounds into their business but they must earn a living from it...so 
each and every wedding they shoot their reputation is at stake. The service they offer must 
be excellent, from the initial meeting, to delivering the images on time – if not they’re 
simply not doing their job. 

How NOT to choose a photographer 

Eek! It’s so exciting! Ring on finger? Check! Venue booked? Check!  

So, now there’s a small matter of choosing a photographer. How hard can it be, right? Let’s 
just have a lil’ Google…. 

Oooo. Not so easy afterall… it’s overwhelming, so many to choose from, so many 
apparent styles to decide upon, lots of different services, sold in tons of different ways, why 
oh why can’t it all be more straightforward?! How on earth do you choose your 
photographer?! 

Well, let’s just start with, how not to choose one… 
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“I know a friend with a camera” 

That friend of yours with a good camera, whose Facebook page is littered with gorgeous 
photos of their kids… he’d do it for free!!! 

This may seem like a great way to save money....but think again if you really want those 
natural emotion-provoking images you envision.  
Weddings are a one-off occasion; you don’t get a second chance to capture these all 
important moments. Not ever.   

By choosing a professional you can relax in the knowledge that they’ll be able to anticipate 
and be prepared for whatever the day throws at him and will be able to consistently 
produce great images no matter what.... it’s simply one less thing for you to worry about.  

“Wow, now that’s a bargain!” 

Photographer A is offering twice as many images as photographer B but for less than half 
the price!  

Be warned…. some budget photographers will offer a ‘shoot & burn’ - when all the images 
of the day are burned straight on to CD without any editing or post-processing.  
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This can be super cheap - for a reason. You will end up with images where bad lighting is 
not corrected, distracted elements not removed and images that just lacking that umph in 
colour & tones. In essence, the detailing that makes them professional. 

A good photographer will take the time to edit and bring to life each image individually so 
you will love them and be proud to hang them on your walls and look back on them in 
years to come. Having 100’s of images you hate is not a bargain!  

“They’ve been recommended by the venue” 

Many venues will charge a fee and take a commission from a photographer to have them 
on their ‘preferred vendor’ list. However this is not always the case...some will happily 
recommend great photographers because they love their work and have built up a good 
business relationship with them over the years. Be blunt, ask them straight about the 
arrangement and hopefully they’ll ‘fess up either way.  

“They’ve got a great looking website and I love their images” 

Brilliant! This is a great starting point, however it shouldn’t be the only reason you book 
this photographer. Give them a call and book an appointment to meet them in person… If 
distance is an issue, arrange a time for an over-the-phone consultation or Skype them. 
Any photographer hesitant about this should probably be given a wide swerve.  

The photographer you book to shoot your wedding is going to be spending a lot of time 
around you and your loved ones on one of the most important days of your life.... so not 
only should you love their images, it’s vital you actually like, trust and get along with them. 

“He can shoot all styles; modern, traditional, reportage...whatever you want!” 

Remember the old saying goes, ‘jack of all trades, master of none”.... ? Exactly.  

Whatever style you prefer, make sure that this is the style that comes across visually in all 
of the photographers’ work. I highly recommend you see at least a few full weddings from 
the photographers you like the look of.... a great album should visually have a strong 
sense of style throughout.  
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Why albums can’t be beaten  

They tell a story – Sounds like a cliché, but it’s true. Reportage style wedding 
photography is all about telling a story, your story of your big day. Capturing you and your 
guests, from the nerves when having your hair done, to the almost tangible euphoria as 
you hold hands and cut that cake..... As couples increasingly seek out this style of wedding 
photography, the wedding album plays a bigger role than ever in preserving these 
memories for generations to come.  

A single framed image on a wall might tell you what you looked like, but an album from this 
most poignant of days tells you, and everyone who views it, who you truly are. Page after 
page the story is in the details and an album, put together professionally and artistically, 
will allow you to bring these emotive memories back to life time and time again. 

They last - Couples hire wedding photographers so they can preserve the memories from 
one of the most important days in their life forever. However if they only choose to have 
several images or to put an album together more roughly themselves, the value is 
diminished and they become less cherished. However a professional album will be around 
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for generations...it can be on a shelf, on a coffee table, on a sideboard… it instantly 
becomes a family heirloom.  

Albums can be revisited time and time again....can you picture yourself on your 10th 
anniversary sitting around with family and friends looking at a disc of images or rummaging 
in the loft for that large framed image that got replaced by the baby photos? No, neither 
can I. 

They’re tangible – With our lives run from our mobile phones and concepts like Snapchat 
giving photos a lifespan of seconds, it’s doubtless that our relationship with photos has 
changed. By far the majority of images we take today will never be printed, they’re stored 
on our phones or computers and some are shared but only online.  

On the whole this is great. But when it comes to special photos, ones this special, they’ve 
got to be tangible… 

It’s all about the touch, the sensation of gliding your hands over the cover or the feel of the 
pages between your fingers. By engaging with something tactually, it can give us so much 
more information than just our visual sense… a wedding album will prove this very fact to 
you, year after year… for a lifetime. 
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What questions you should be asking a photographer when you meet them 
  
 From the enormous amount of photographers’ websites you’ve been looking at, you’ve 
narrowed it down to just a couple who you want to meet and decide upon. So, you’ve 
booked in a face-to-face with both… 
  
But, you’ve never done this before and are flummoxed as to what questions you should 
ask. As someone who’s been having these appointment with couples for over ten years, I 
should know! Here’s a few for starters…. 

  
 Why are you a photographer? The best photographers do their job because they 
genuinely love it! It may not be an obvious question to ask, it might even seem a little odd, 
but in the years to come when you look back on your photos and the emotions of your big 
day come flooding back you will be so thankful you went the extra mile to book the right 
professional photographer to capture your day – and this will always be one who loves 
their art and speaks passionately about their work. 
  
How long have you been in business? Weddings are different from any other 
photography job. One-off, fast-paced events that your photographer simply has to capture 
perfectly: Re-shoot is not an option. So if there was ever a time to choose an experienced 
photographer over a newbie or an amateur, this is it. A less experienced photographer may 
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not have the know-how to consistently handle the challenges weddings present… paying 
for experience means one less thing to worry about.  
  
Can I see some photos from an entire wedding? This goes without saying really, and if 
this answer is “no”, bid a swift farewell! A lot of photographers portfolios may only show 
their best shots - although this is ok, as it’s a great way of at least shortlisting your 
favourite photographers. However it’s essential that you get the opportunity to see 
samples of full weddings. A truly talented photographers’ style will be consistent throughout 
the day and the final album will take your breath away. 
  
What exactly do I receive with the package I choose? – It’s vital you’re able to translate 
the services descriptions into hard facts: you must make sure you know exactly what you 
are getting for the money you pay in. The packages photographers offer vary from one to 
the other...for example some packages include digital files and for others you pay 
extra....some photographers offer complete wedding albums and others may offer a certain 
number of pages with the option of up-selling afterwards and so on. There’s really no right 
or wrong way, it’s just vital you know what you’re getting with who, so that you can 
compare fairly.  

  
How soon after the day will I see my photos? In the age of digital we have become very 
impatient people and with the likes of Facebook and other social media, couples will 
naturally want to share the memories of their big day with their family and friends as soon 
as possible.  
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So it’s always worth knowing when exactly you can expect to see your images. Most 
photographers will be able to put them on an on-line gallery within 4 weeks or so. And 
some will even do a sneak peek of a select few images on Facebook or a blog soon after 
the wedding day (always with the couple’s permission of course).  

  
How do you handle...? It’s always worth pitching a few hypothetical situations a 
photographer may encounter on the wedding day....some obvious ones are - what if you 
get ill leading up to the wedding day? What if it rains and makes it impossible to be 
outside? What if you drop your camera and shatters to pieces? You get the picture. 
  
An experienced photographer will give you an idea on how they would handle some of 
these situations – they should have clear back-up plans to avoid letting you down under 
any circumstances.  
  
Can I get references? - Good news travels fast, bad news even faster. It’s always worth 
asking for references, run a mile from a photographer who won’t provide a list of 
references. This is a great way find out what past clients loved/hated. As most of the 
reference contacts will have been satisfied clients, it’s also worth checking out any on-line 
reviews. 

www.clivedoylephotography.com


�14

http://www.clivedoylephotography.com


�

About the author.... Clive is a documentary style wedding photographer who 
captures your day as it happens. But these aren’t snapshots, oh no. With years of 

experience in photojournalism gives him the ability to seek out the images, 
anticipating them before they occur. He can promise you images that are artistic, 

beautifully crafted and ones that will hold the power to stir up emotions around your 
day for years to come.... if this sounds like the type of wedding photography for 

your big day, head on over to his contact page and get in touch!

“We couldn’t wait to see our wedding photos and we were not disappointed. Clive 

captured the day perfectly from the start to the end, we hardly saw him, he just 

mingled in creating some unique amazing pictures of our guests, the venue and the 

day. The photos mean the world to us, the day seemed to go so fast and they really 

capture every single second and that’s priceless. We have the most amazing set of 

pictures from our very special day and it’s all thanks to you Clive. Thank you so 

much for everything you did for us and going the extra mile, you really didn’t miss a 

thing!”… Lots of love John and Christine xx  

 

“We had met a few photographers before we came across Clive but none of them 

showed us what we were after. As soon as we saw Clive’s portfolio and talked with 

him we knew instantly we’d found our man. On the day he was practically invisible 

working away in the background and the results were stunning. His eye for taking 

striking images that were natural and spur of the moment is extraordinary. There 

were so many magic moments during our day, Clive seemed to capture them all, 

including the small ones at the time you’d think were insignificant. We have had 

wallpaper made with a montage of all our wedding photographs as they are that 

good and we can relive our special day through Clive’s work every single day. It is      

important to get the right wedding photographer and without a doubt, for us that was 

                  Clive”… Mark & Sally 

“Clive is a fantastic photographer that captures moments of happiness perfectly. If 

you appreciate a relaxed style and someone that opts to capture more natural 

photos rather than the traditionally set up photos then Clive is definitely for you. 

 As well as capturing fantastic formal photos a our wedding he also did a great job of 

wandering around unnoticed and capturing those truly magical moment you want to 

look back on years after your wedding. Will go above and beyond and arrived very 

early and stayed later to capture some very entertaining photos from the evening. 

Myself and my wife would highly recommend Clive for your wedding and you will not 

regret hiring his services!”… Liam & Kyla 
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